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Principal’s Highlights  
Opportunity Night  
Please join us at Lapeer High School on January 9th from 5:30pm to 8pm for our annual LCS Opportunity 
Night. This is a great opportunity to learn more about the wide variety of programs we offer in grades 6-12. 
Understanding the various opportunities at this level will enable you to help guide your student’s academic 
decisions. Please see the Opportunity Night flyer toward the end of the newsletter for more information 
about this great event.   

Exam Schedule  
Wednesday, Jan. 15th – Full Day (1st and 6th Hour Exams)  
Thursday, Jan. 16th – Early Release-7:40am to 11:50am (2nd and 3rd Hour Exams)   
Friday, Jan. 17th – Early Release-7:40am to 11:50am (4th and 5th Hour Exams)  
On Wednesday, Jan. 15th (full day), Thursday, Jan. 16th (Early 
Release), and Friday, Jan 17the (early release), Zemmer will be on 
the exam schedule for all secondary schools. While not every 
class is having exams, many are and a special schedule is 
required to make this happen. Since we share teachers with 
Rolland-Warner and LHS, we need to be aligned with their 
schedule.  

Please note that on the early release days, lunches will not be 
served to students. Students will ride their regular buses home 
on these days so be aware they will be arriving earlier than a 
normal day. Students should be picked up at 11:50am in the car 
rider loop as is normal, just at an earlier time. You will find a 
detailed schedule later in this newsletter. 

Second Semester Schedules  
Students will receive their schedules for 2nd semester during the 
exam week.  Please help students remember these schedules 
on January 21st which is the first day of the 2nd semester.  A 
good tip we give students is to snap a picture of their schedule 
on their cell phones.  This way, the picture is always with them 
and even if they forget their schedules, they can view a copy of 
it on their phone.  
As is the case often in grades 6-12, students may be switching 
teachers at the semester break, even for core classes (Science, 
Math, ELA, and Social Studies).  All classes are at the same point 
once we reach the end of the semester so students don’t have 
to worry about being in a different spot than their last class was 
in.  If you have any concerns about your child’s schedule, please 
contact the counselors for assistance.  Although the schedule is 
very tight with little wiggle room, we really try to do our best to 
ensure students are placed appropriately. 

Principal, Dr. Jeff Stanton 
Associate Principal, Mr. Zach Hamilton 
Dean of Students, Mr. Austin Green   
Head Secretary, Mrs. Ann Vierk 
Athletic/Attendance Secretary, Mrs. Ann Tiffany 
Auxiliary Secretary, Mrs. Lisa Huff 
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Mark Your 
Calendar! 
Jan 6 
 Students Return to 

School  
Jan 8 
 PAC Meeting, 7:45am 

Jan 9 
 Opportunity Night 

6pm at LHS 

Jan 15 
 Full Day Exams 

Jan 16-17 
 Half Day Exams 
Jan 20 
 No School for Students 

– Records Day 
 End of 1st Semester  
 
 

Yearbooks on 
Sale! 
Yearbooks are on sale 
for $35.00.  To 
purchase a yearbook 
please go to 
Jostensyearbooks.com. 

January Positivity 
Project Focus  
As you know this year at Zemmer we 
are spending time in our iConnect 
classes with the Positivity Project. The 
Positivity Project is a national 
program that empowers students to 
build positive relationships.  Each 
week there is a different focus that 
students and teachers will emphasize.  
Their work in iConnect includes team 
building activities, opportunities for 
discussion, and other undertakings 
that promote a positive school 
culture. We encourage you to ask 
your child what are some valuable 
takeaways from their work on the 
Positivity Project (P2 for short).  
January’s P2 topics include:  
 
Week of January 6th 

Optimism   
January 13th 

No P2 focus this week due to exams 
January 20th 

Prudence    
January 27th 

Perseverance  
 

http://zemmer.lapeerschools.org/
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 Scheduling for 2020-2021 School Year   

Counselors will begin working the schedule for the 2020-2021 school-year very 
soon for next year’s 8th and 9th grade students.  We start really early because this is 
such a complex process.  
Counselors will go through scheduling options with students during classroom 
visits, and then the parent night is available that will hopefully clarify and remaining 
questions that you may have. This parent night will be in February and the exact 
date and time will be available in February’s newsletter.  
As is a standard part of the scheduling process this year will require any students 
who performed in the lowest 40th percentile in the Fall on the Math MAP test will 
be taking the test again on January 7th and 8th.  Those students who are still in the 
lowest 40th percentile or who have a demonstrated need for Math support will be 
placed into Guided Academics for Math next school year. This course will 
supplement the regular 8th and 9th grade Math class to allow more time and 
support to master concepts.  Students were notified before the break if they will be 
taking the MAP test.   

Zemmer Counseling Services 
The middle school counseling office provides a safe and welcoming environment 
where students are able to come in and discuss a variety of concerns, whether 
school related or personal. Academic planning, scheduling questions, personal 
issues, problem solving and organizational strategies are some of the areas in 
which counselors most frequently work with students.  

Counselors are also available to assist families with concerns they may have 
regarding their children’s middle school experience. When students and their 
families have questions and are unsure who to turn to, the middle school 
counseling team is an excellent resource.  
Zemmer Campus Counselors – (810) 667-2413  
(Last Names A to K) Robin Spisz rspisz@lapeerschools.org  
(Last Names L to Z)  Kim VanOoteghem kvanooteghem@lapeerschools.org  

Student Handbook Notes 
Bullying    
A pattern of intentional inappropriate conduct that negatively impacts other 
students’ educational, physical, or emotional well-being. It would include, but not 
be limited to, such behaviors as cyber bullying, hazing, stalking, intimidating, 
menacing, coercion, name-calling, taunting, making threats. Suspension up to 
ten days or expulsion.  

Bullying is definitely a hot button issue, not just for students and staff, but in the 
media.  It is also a very complicated problem with many layers to it.  One of the 
hardest parts about “bullying” is actually determining what constitutes bullying and 
helping students to understand what it looks like. Is this really bullying or are you 
having a disagreement/argument with a friend?  The most important thing that 
students should know is that if they feel they are being bullied, they MUST contact 
an adult in the building.  Students can fill out slips to see an administrator or 
counselor in the office at which point they will be brought in to discuss the 
problem.  The administrative staff spends a great amount of time investigating 
complaints and working through solutions with students.  If your child has 
mentioned to you they feel like they are being bullied, please encourage them to 
see an administrator in the office.  There are several methods and strategies we 
have to deal with these issues but we can’t address them if we don’t know they 
exist.  

 

Zemmer PAC Meetings 
The building has monthly PAC meetings 
which is an opportunity for parents to meet 
with the principal and talk about various 
things including curriculum, building vision, 
and the overall direction of Zemmer moving 
forward. Please mark the following PAC 
dates on your calendar if you wish to 
attend.  All meetings begin at 7:45am and 
will either take place in the Zemmer 
conference room or the Media Center.  
Jan 8 Feb 12 Mar 11   
Apr 8 May 13 Jun 10 

Office Hours  
+ Phone Numbers  
Regular office hours at Zemmer 8/9 Building 
are 7am-3:30pm. To facilitate a prompt 
response to telephone calls, direct lines are 
provided. Telephone numbers follow: 
School Office: 
667-2413 
Attendance Office: 
667-2413, ext. 3402 
Counseling Office:   
667-2413  
(Mrs. Spisz - A-K:  ext. 3410) 
(Mrs. Van - L-Z:  ext. 3409) 
Dean of Students: 
667-2413, ext. 3405  — Mr. Austin Green 
(Discipline issues) 
Associate Principal: 
667-2413, ext. 3404  — Mr. Zach Hamilton 
(Athletics/Discipline) 
Principal: 
667-2413, ext. 3403 — Dr. Jeff Stanton 

mailto:rspisz@lapeerschools.org
mailto:kvanooteghem@lapeerschools.org
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 Winter Sports Information 
For information regarding 8th grade athletics, contact Associate Principal & Athletic Director, Zach Hamilton: 
zhamilton@lapeerschools.org 

For information regarding Freshman and JV athletics, contact District Athletic Director, Shad Spilski: 
sspilski@lapeerschools.org 

All information regarding individual sports will be updated on the website: http://lapeerlightning.com  

Clearance Process: 

• 8th graders interested in participating in Boys Basketball or Competitive Cheer should already be 
cleared because tryouts are January 6th, 7th, and 8th. If they still need bracelets students should see 
Mrs. Tiffany in the Zemmer office. Athletes that do not have bracelets will not be able to try out. 

What you need to complete the clearance process: 

In order to be cleared to compete in Winter Athletics, students must complete and turn in the following items: 

• All athletes must have a completed MHSAA Physical (dated April 15, 2019 or after – must be new form or sign waiver when 
turning in) 

• All athletes must have a completed Emergency Card 

• All athletes must have a signed Athletic Code of Conduct Card (parent & student signatures required) 

These items are available in the Zemmer, Rolland-Warner, and LHS offices, or online at http://lapeerlightning.com  

When and where you can turn in forms: 

• 8th grade forms can be turned in at the Zemmer office to Mrs. Tiffany.  

*Pay to Participate: Must be paid in full before any athlete may participate in a game/contest/meet. 8th grade students, please pay 
Mrs. Tiffany in the Zemmer Main Office, or you can pay online by going to LapeerLightning.com and clicking on “more” and then 
going to “pay to participate”. 9th grade students can also pay at the LHS athletic office. Please do not pay before finding out if you 
make the team. 
*Please see the Athletic Code of Conduct for information on Eligibility requirements (grades) needed last year and current – In order 
to remain academically eligible, students must be passing all their classes, or maintain above a 2.0 gpa while passing 5 out of their 6 
classes. Grades will be checked before the clearance process is completed. 
*Impact Testing: All 8th and 9th grade students that did not complete Impact testing last year, need to do it this year. Time and 
Location of Impact testing will vary by sport. 
When a student completes the clearance process they will receive a bracelet. They need to wear this bracelet to practice in order 
to participate. Coaches will not be accepting paperwork at practice.  
VNN Team App: 
8th Grade Boys Basketball teams will be using the VNN Team App to communicate with parents and athletes this season. From this 
app you will get communication from coaches, a calendar with practices and game schedules, as well as scores and highlights from 
games. Make sure you download the app and look for communication from coaches on how to sign up.  

Winter Sport Tentative 1st Practice/Tryout Schedule 
8th Grade Boys 
Basketball 

Tryouts will be January 6th, 7th, and 8th @ Zemmer Gym – 3:30-5:30 (students can stay after in the 
cafeteria until practice) 

- Practices will be approximately the same time @ Zemmer every day that there is not a 
game.  

Middle School 
Competitive Cheer 

January 6th, 7th, and 8th – @ CFI – 4:30-6:30 (Students cannot stay after school until 4:30. If students 
are having trouble getting a ride back up to practice at 4:30 please contact the athletic office)  

- Practices will be approximately the same time @ CFI every day that there is not a 
competition.  

 

mailto:zhamilton@lapeerschools.org
mailto:sspilski@lapeerschools.org
http://lapeerlightning.com/
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 Zemmer Traditional Exam Schedule  
January 15 – Full Day 

Period Start Stop  Time 
1st Hour Exam 7:40 9:40 2 Hr 

2nd Hour 9:45 10:15 30 min 
No 3rd hour classes    
4th Hour/iConnect  10:20  12:20 2 Hr  

A Lunch 10:20 10:50 30 min 
B Lunch  10:50 11:20 30 min 
C Lunch  11:20 11:50 30 min 
D Lunch  11:50 12:20 30 min 

No 5th hour classes    
6th Hour Exam 12:25 2:25 2 Hr 

January 16 – EARLY RELEASE @ 11:50am (No Lunches Served) 
2nd Hour Exam 7:40 9:40 2 Hr 

Break 9:40 9:50 10 min 
3rd Hour Exam 9:50 11:50 2:00 

January 17 – EARLY RELEASE @ 11:50am (No Lunches Served) 
4th Hour Exam 7:40 9:40 2 Hr 

Break 9:40 9:50 10 min 
5th Hour Exam 9:50 11:50 2:00 

 
 


